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A

nother year almost at a close. 2022 has seen our beekeeping
return to some degree of normality after two years of disruption. The training apiaries have reopened, training courses
have returned to face-to-face events as have many of the regular
meetings across the county. On-line events are now used as a convenience rather than a necessity.
The Festive Season is an opportunity to review the events of the previous 12 months as we look forward to the 2023 beekeeping season
ahead. Our interaction with our bees is limited at this time of the year,
although with the very mild weather of late they have continued to fly
quite strongly and a I suspect a brood-break may be rare this year. Although there is still plenty of the winter ahead for things to change!

Very Happy Christmas

Wishing everyone a
and everything you would wish for yourself. We can only hope that the spirit of
Christmas will prevail and the world becomes a more settled and peaceful place in the year ahead.
Hope you enjoy the Christmas season with family and friends.
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West Sussex BKA Annual Convention
An event NOT to be missed! Put the date into your diary NOW.
Lodge Hill, Pulborough will again be the venue for our
Annual Convention in February. Due to Covid restrictions , returning after an absence of 2 years. Details are now finalised and, as always, we have an impressive blend of lectures and seminars to look forward to.
The main speakers are Professor Francis Ratnieks,
Bob Smith NDB and Graham Royle NDB.

Francis is Professor of Apiculture, School of Life Sciences at the University of Sussex and Head of the
Laboratory Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI). He has considerable practical experience with
honey bees having kept them in several countries and owned up to 180 bee hives when he lived in
California. His lecture is entitled: ‘Even healthy bees have to eat: Studying the honey bee food
supply and how to improve it’.
Bob has been keeping bees since the late 1970’s, currently
managing 10 colonies in 14x12 WBC’s in North Kent.
He was a Seasonal Bee Inspector for 6 years and a
member of the Defra Bee Health Advisory Forum. His
main talk is entitled ‘Varroa Control 2023’ - an attempt
to guide beekeepers through the maze of potential
approaches to Varroa control; looking both at nonchemical methods and the 15 currently Defraapproved miticides. He will also be running a seminar
on ‘Pollen, Propolis, Water – the other things bees collect’.

‘Saturday 25th February 2023
Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield,
Pulborough, RH20 1LZ

Graham started beekeeping in 1988. His studies resulted in achieving the BBKA Master Beekeeper
certificate in 2002 and the National Diploma in Beekeeping in 2004. He was also awarded the
Wax Chandler’s prize in 2002. He currently manages 24 colonies in three apiaries and has been
heavily involved with the education of beekeepers at all levels. Graham will be giving a main talk
on ‘The Colony Mind’ and also running a seminar on ‘What the Heck is that?’
The speakers’ full profiles and details of their lectures are available on the WSBKA website:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
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In addition to the main lectures there will be a variety of seminars to
choose from:
‘What the Heck is That?’ – presented by Graham Royle
‘All things Queens’ – with Christine Coulsting
‘The Diverse World of Honey bee Communication’ – with Dr Elli Leadbetter
‘Pollen, Propolis, Water – the other things bees collect’ – presented by Bob Smith NDB
‘Instructions for building the Honeycomb’ – with Vince Gallo and
‘Adult Bee Diseases ‘ – also presented by Christine Coulsting
Refreshments throughout the day and a simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to meet up with fellow beekeepers from around the county and beyond.
Further details will be on the website very soon and will also be sent out with next month’s county and
divisional newsletters.

Remember to recycle your used postage stamps
from all those Christmas cards to support the
work of Canine Partners in Heyshott.
For full details and where to send your stamps:
caninepartners.org.uk/recycle-used-postagestamps/

th

This year’s Carol Service at Arundel Cathedral will be on Thursday 15 December. For full details visit Canine Partners website: https://caninepartners.org.uk/event/arundel-carol-service/
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Around the Divisions
All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please
advise the organiser if you plan to attend.

Central Sussex Division
Details of the Division’s activities from: secretary@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Division’s website:
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk

Chichester Division
Wednesday 7th December - ‘Christmas Social & Honey Tasting’ Boxgrove Village Hall at
7:30pm. Further details of the Division’s activities from: Cheryl Anwyl,
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website:
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk.

Wisborough Green Division
Details of the Division’s activities from Martina Hendry, secretary@wgbka.org.uk
www.wgbka.org.uk. The Division’s Newsletter may be viewed or downloaded here:
www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html

or website:

Worthing Division
Thursday 8th December - Daisy Day and ‘Seasons and Things That Often Go Wrong’ at The
Glebelands Centre, Greystoke Road, Ferring, BN12 5JL at 7:45pm.
Further
details
of
the
Division’s
activities
from:
Debra
Edwards,
dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: www.worthing-beekeepers.org

‘Share your Division’s activities with readers of the County News’

...and Dates for your 2023 Diary
Saturday 4th February - ‘British Beekeeping Show’ 9am - 4pm at the NAEC Stoneleigh
Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ. Full details: www.britishbeekeepingshow.com/

Saturday 25th February - ‘West Sussex Beekeepers’ Annual Convention’. From 9:30am at
Lodge Hill, Pulborough, RH20 1LZ . www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html

We are on facebook so if you would like your events featured please send details to the Editor.
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Chairman’s Chat
Chairman, Roger Patterson writes for the County News.

L

ast month I briefly mentioned the National
Honey Show that has just gone. This
month, I mention the next one. I know it’s a long time off, but it will be
the centenary and I’m told the organisers are going to make it a memorable
show. I have been told to get a good line-up of speakers and although I can’t
give much away, I can reveal that Eric Tourneret (Google him) is booked to speak
and have an exhibition of his photographs, so that alone is worth a visit.
Showing honey isn’t as popular as it was, but the centenary should be an incentive to enter the competitive classes. The schedule won’t be released until the
spring, but it will be similar to the 2022 schedule www.honeyshow.co.uk/download-schedule.php. You
will see there are Sussex classes as well as the open ones, so plenty to choose from, that covers many
items other than honey. If you haven’t shown honey before, there are several experienced exhibitors in
the county who will help you. It is another way to enjoy your beekeeping and I give you plenty of notice.
Go on. Give it a crack. You might enjoy it. Oh, the date is Thursday 26th—Saturday 28th October. Put it
on the calendar now.

Roger
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

BBKA Spring Convention
Next year’s Spring Convention is planned for 21st—23rd April
at Harper Adams University, Shropshire, TF10 8NB.

Very few details are available as yet but several of the lectures from this year’s event are now available on
the BBKA

Channel.

Page 5

… and finally
Bee Market & Auction
An early reminder for the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association Bee Market and Auction
at Chichester College’s Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough on 15th April.
An opportunity to buy and sell new and previously used beekeeping equipment—we may even have bees
for sale. To quote the late Bill Turnbull : 'The biggest and best auction I've been to is the West Sussex Beekeepers' Association event held down at Pulborough..... They have stacks for sale every year, and it takes
hours to go through it all. It's always entertaining though, and a good chance to compare notes'.
Bill’s quote is from his book - ‘The Bad Beekeepers’ Club’. With thanks to Bill's publishers, Little, Brown
Book Group for allowing us to use the quote.
More details next month.
MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER
Thanks to this month’s contributors. If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details of
anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary. Likewise, if you would like to
contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to:
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20 th of the preceding month.
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

We’re on the web:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the
website.
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