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Very Happy New Year to all West Sussex Bee-

keepers and others reading this newsletter from
further afield. I hope 2023 will bring you everything you would wish for yourself.
As we enter a new year our thoughts remain with our beekeeping colleagues in Ukraine. I’m sure you will join with
me in hoping stability returns to their country very soon
and they are able to continue their craft in peace.
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West Sussex BKA Annual Convention
As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we have
a renowned group of speakers and an impressive
mix of lectures and seminars with something for
everyone.

We really hope you will come along.

As a reminder, the main speakers are Professor Francis Ratnieks - ‘Even healthy bees have to eat’. Bob Smith NDB ’Varroa Control 2023’, and Graham Royle NDB - ‘The Colony
Mind’.
Apart from the three main lectures there are two sessions
where you can choose which seminar to join. The seminars
will be run by Graham Royle, Christine Coulsting, Dr Elli Leadbetter, Bob Smith and Vince Gallo.

‘Saturday 25th February

Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield,
Pulborough, RH20 1LZ

Full details, topics and speaker profiles can be downloaded
or viewed on the WSBKA website, as can the Booking Form:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html

A simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to catch up with fellow beekeepers
from around the County and beyond.

It is a full day that promises to be both educational and entertaining. We are hoping for record numbers
to attend and encourage you to book early to ensure that you secure a place on your preferred seminars.

Advance booking per person, WSBKA members £25
Members of other Associations and non-members £30
On the day if space allows £30
Full details and the Booking Form are on the WSBKA website:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
Or contact Viv Sallows on Tel: 01293 871092 or Mobile: 07749 265944
or on email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you on 25th February.
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Api-Bioxal
It has been found that C. Wynne Jones has been selling ApiBioxal with an expiry date of April 2022. Unfortunately some
of us did not notice until updating our Veterinary Medicines
records for this year!
They have now removed the product from their website
which they have recently continued to sell as a Sale item. It
is of course illegal for any supplier to sell, or even give away,
an expired veterinary medicine as published in the Veterinary Medicines Directorate.
So if you have unknowingly (or even knowingly) purchased out-of-date Api-Bioxal from C. Wynne Jones
during 2022 apply for a refund.

BBKA Vacancy
The BBKA Examinations Board is seeking a Minute Taker to attend four
meetings each year (normally January, March, September and November)
taking place on a Sunday starting at 10am finishing around 4:30pm (with a
lunch break). The Minute Taker will attend the meeting via Zoom.
It is important that the minutes are an accurate record of any significant
discussion and decisions made. The first draft of the minutes should be
produced for the Examinations Board Chair to review within 5 working days
of the meeting. Excellent active listening and note taking skills are required.

This is a self-employed position with a pay rate of £175 per meeting.
Please contact Leigh Sidaway, General Manager at BBKA to discuss further. Tel: 02476 696679 ext. 2005
or email: gen.manager@bbka.org.uk.
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Chairman’s Chat
Chairman, Roger Patterson writes for the County News.

T

hose who know me, or have heard me speak, will know that I believe observation and lateral thinking are two of the most important parts of beekeeping, not only in the hive, but outside too. I have noticed a lot more oilseed rape
(OSR) being grown by farmers, presumably in response to the shortage of oil due
to the Ukrainian situation. I suspect a walk on the Downs in May will show a lot
more yellow fields than we have seen in recent years.
New beekeepers may not know how quickly bees will store nectar from OSR in
favourable conditions. I have seen a strong colony fill and cap a super in a week
on many occasions. This gives an excellent opportunity to get brood combs
drawn out, by using a brood box of foundation as a super above the queen excluder. When it is sealed it
can be extracted, so you have good, well drawn combs that can be used to make increase or comb
change.
When there is a heavy nectar flow, bees have to draw out foundation before they can store the nectar,
so adding a super of drawn or partly drawn combs above the box of foundation gives the bees the option
of storing nectar or drawing comb and usually they do both. Get prepared well in advance by buying
frames and foundation and use a good early flow to get good combs built. There is more here:
www.dave-cushman.net/bee/broodcombdrawing.html
You will see on Page 6 that Wisborough Green BKA are repeating a wax day in February, where
attendees will be shown how to make items using fairly small quantities of beeswax. All beekeepers are
welcome.

Roger
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

BBKA Spring Convention
Ticket sales open on Monday
30th January.
Stewarding at the event is a good way
of meeting people and getting to
know the event. If you are interested
contact Chief Steward, Ray Green by
10th February on the following email:
conventionstewards@gmail.com
For further information and updates
on the Convention visit:
www.bbka.org.uk/spring-convention2023
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Around the Divisions
All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan
to attend.

Central Sussex Division
Details of the Division’s activities from: secretary@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Division’s website:
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk

Chichester Division
Wednesday 18th January - ‘National Honey Monitoring Scheme’, with Ben Woodcock. This
meeting is via Zoom from 7:30pm. Further details of the Division’s activities from: Cheryl
Barton, secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website:
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk.

Wisborough Green Division
Details of the Division’s activities from Martina Hendry, secretary@wgbka.org.uk
www.wgbka.org.uk. The Division’s Newsletter may be viewed or downloaded here:
www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html

or website:

Worthing Division
Thursday 12th January - ‘Monthly Meeting’ with Roger Patterson at The Glebelands Centre, Greystoke Road, Ferring, BN12 5JL at 7:45pm.
Further
details
of
the
Division’s
activities
from:
Debra
Edwards,
dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: www.worthing-beekeepers.org

‘Share your Division’s activities

...and Dates for your Diary

with readers of the County News’

Saturday 4th February - ‘British Beekeeping Show’ 9am - 4pm at the NAEC Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire,
CV8 2LZ. Full details: www.britishbeekeepingshow.com/
Friday 11th February - Sunday 13th February - ‘Making Good Use of Your Beeswax’. Hampers Green Centre, Petworth, GU28 9NL. See article in this newsletter. www.wgbka.org.uk/
Saturday 25th February - ‘West Sussex Beekeepers’ Annual Convention’. From 9:30am at Lodge Hill,
Pulborough, RH20 1LZ. www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
Saturday 15th April - ‘West Sussex Beekeepers’ Annual Bee Market & Auction’. From 8:30am at Chichester
College’s
Brinsbury
Campus,
North
Heath,
Pulborough,
RH20
1DL.
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html

We are on facebook so if you would like your events featured please send details to the Editor.
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Making Good Use of Your Beeswax
A series of one-day demonstrations organised by Wisborough Green Beekeepers’ Association

Most beekeepers accumulate beeswax, either
from cappings or melted combs, which could be

sold or exchanged for foundation, but many only
have a small amount, so they just store it in the
shed and don't know what to do with it. This
event will demonstrate making products that can
be simply made with quite small quanti-

ties of beeswax. These can be used by
you and your family or will make useful
and unusual presents. The good thing is
you know what the ingredients are.

The demonstrator will be Jim Ryan from Thurles, Co Tipperary. This is a return visit, as he was previously here in February 2015 and 2018. Jim is a very good and amusing demonstrator, with an ‘Irish way’ of
showing you how easy beeswax products are to make, using minimal equipment that is in most kitchens.

There will be about 5 items made, which may be different on each day. Jim will begin by cleaning wax,
then making such things as furniture polish, furniture cream, lip balm, skin cream, moisture bars, soap,
etc. If time permits, he will also look at using honey in recipes – honey lip balm, honey soap, etc. There
may also be some alternative recipes that do not contain nut oils. He does tend to make it up as he goes
along! Each day will be similar, so there is no need to attend them all.

Judging by the previous events, we are expecting this to be popular. Owing to the nature of the event,
places are limited, so everyone can see. All you need to bring is a camera, a notebook and some lunch.
Refreshments will be provided. For those with a long journey, we encourage sharing transport.

This is a rare opportunity to see a top demonstrator, so don't miss it. Even if you don’t have beeswax
now, you should have by next summer, so you can plan what to do with it.

If you are able to make the Monday, please book that as your first choice, to help those who can’t attend
on Monday. Not promising, but you may be able to take a sample home.
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Dates: Saturday 11th, Sunday 12th and Monday 13th February 2023 from 9:30am to approximately 4:00-4:30pm.
The Venue: Hampers Green Centre, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 9NL
What3words: tile.save.spellings (this is close).
Cost: £15. Booking essential via Eventbrite:
https://wgbka-beeswax-workshop-2023.eventbrite.co.uk
For further enquiries email Roger Patterson: roger-patterson@btconnect.com

Or visit the Wisborough Green BKA website: www.wgbka.org.uk/

… and finally
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Newsletters in 2022. Please keep the articles, news and photographs coming. Any feedback—good or bad—is always appreciated. So please let me know what you
think.

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER
Thanks to this month’s contributors. If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details of
anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary. Likewise, if you would like to
contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to:
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20 th of the preceding month.
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

We’re on the web:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available
on the website.
Page 7

