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Contributions for the December newsletter should
be received by Friday 25 November.

Dates for your diary
Apiary Meeting Dates
Meetings will be reduced for the winter, but there will be some to do winter checks. Please
check emails regularly.
Saturday 5th November, 1.30pm: Autumn check.
Saturday 19th November, 1.30pm: Woodpecker guards
Saturday 10th December, 10.00am: Oxalic acid treatment. Please see below for details;
contact Martina by 20 November if you would like to collect solution for your colonies.

Frames – an evening with Daisy
Wednesday 23 November, 7.30pm at Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood,
RH14 0SS
A small but key part of beekeeping and a big subject. An evening talking about frames: the
different kinds available, bee space, foundation and comb. How to store to protect from
pests, how to recycle, when to recycle and when to throw away and also how to recover wax
from brood and super frames. Please bring along any frames you might have questions
about and also bring along questions and queries. The presentation will be followed by
coffee, cake and a chance to chat.
Books and Bees Evening
Friday 2 December, 7.30pm, online and free
Organised by Bees Abroad, this is a chance to hear best-selling authors Laurie King (The
Beekeeper’s Apprentice) and Siya Turabi (The Last Beekeeper) talk about their books.
Register online at www.beesabroad.org.uk/biggive and see below for more details of the
event and Bees Abroad’s Big Give Christmas Challenge.
West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention
Saturday 25 February 2023, 9.30am – 4.30 pm
Lodge Hill, Pulborough, West Sussex. There will be renowned speakers and a variety of
excellent seminars to choose from. More details to follow.

Api-Bioxal treatment
WGBKA will be purchasing Api-Bioxal (oxalic acid for varroa control) and mixing the solution
for the winter treatment of the bees at the apiary. As it is difficult for those with a small
number of colonies, we will also be supplying members. If you are interested in obtaining
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some of the solution to treat your own colonies please let me know by 20 November so we
are able to order the Api-Bioxal on time. I will need to know how much solution you need
(5ml on to seams of bees between frames, with a maximum of 50ml per hive).
The charge will be the cost of the Api-Bioxal only, £1 per hive.
We will also provide 1 syringe for the applications at £1.
Please bring the correct amount of cash and your own watertight containers!
Collection will be at the Roundstreet Common apiary at 10am on Saturday 10th December.
The apiary bees will be treated at the same time for those who would like to learn how it’s
done.
Martina

Patterson in Print
I have just returned from spending three days at the National Honey Show, where I organise
the lectures for the main and beginners’ programmes. This involves me heavily with them, so
I don’t have much time to see the rest of the show, that included workshops, trade stands
and of course the competitive exhibits. The latter is what the NHS is famous for and I believe
it is still the world’s largest honey show. The attitude to showing and the character of the
show has changed over the years. At one time, WGBKA filled a 52-seater coach, that started
from Midhurst and picked up members and friends from the various villages. It was an
annual outing that we all looked forward to. Many of our members exhibited, some being
successful and were often awarded cups. Our then secretary, George Wakeford, who took
the bookings, was rather forgetful and we often left people behind.
The first venue that I can remember was the Caxton Hall in Westminster, which was tiny
compared to the current Sandown Park Racecourse. There were usually only the three main
equipment suppliers of the time, being Lee’s of Uxbridge, Taylor’s of Welwyn and Thorne’s of
Wragby. In addition, there was Loftus who sold winemaking equipment and a couple of
Associations connected with beekeeping. The rest was the honey show.
I was once told that in the early years of the 20th century, honey shows were well supported
and fiercely contested. Apparently, at county shows, the prize money was often attractive,
with first prize of £10 being quite common. This to the average beekeeper, who may have
been on low wages, must have been well worth seeking, so perhaps the reason why there
was a little cheating.
We wouldn’t fill a coach these days, but I saw several of our members, which was pleasing.
Several helped with stewarding and chairing lectures. I hope they enjoyed themselves. I think
it was the first year ever that I didn’t buy anything.
November 2022
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2023 will be the centenary of the NHS, so there will be a special effort to make it a
memorable occasion. The date will be Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th October.
When we were allowed to use oxalic acid for varroa control, WGBKA made up a solution and
distributed to members. We are now only allowed to use ApiBioxal, which isn’t easy for
beekeepers with small colony numbers, so we are distributing at a meeting on December
10th. Please see elsewhere for details. We will be treating the bees at the apiary on the same
day, so we can demonstrate how to use it. A couple of members have asked me about
demonstrating sublimation, which is also called “vapourising” or “vaping”. I won’t do it,
because if done incorrectly, it can be dangerous to human health.
Roger

Wax Wrap Workshop
WGBKA Committee are trying to re-organise Gwyn Marsh to run a Wax Wrap Workshop in
the New Year - probably January. Maggie Turner would like to know if there is any interest
from the membership in attending? Wax and fabric to make one 30 x 30cm wrap each would
be provided. There will probably be two or three workshops run throughout the day - more
likely a Saturday or Sunday - in a village hall, possibly Hampers Green, Petworth. Costs will
be kept to a minimum, just to cover the costs of the hall and Gwyn’s fees.
Please email maggie501@btinternet.com if you are interested. Exact date and costs will
depend on response and hall availability and will be publicised in due course.

Microscopy
The committee would like to hear from members who would be interested in learning
microscopy. If there is enough interest we will run a workshop.
WGBKA owns a Compound microscope that is suitable for testing for Nosema and identifying
pollen. Once you are competent in using the microscope it may be possible for you to use it
unsupervised.
Please email secretary@wgbka.org.uk if you are interested.
Martina
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Beecraft Reduced Subscription Rate And Renewals
Beecraft is the leading monthly magazine for beekeepers and WGBKA members, through a
bulk order, get a reduced subscription rate. The magazine can be received in hard copy or
viewed electronically. You can see sample copies here:
http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/
Subscriptions run from January (magazine delivered at the end of December) but in order to
receive the reduced rate, Beecraft need to be informed, and subscriptions received, by the
cut off date.
The direct subscription price from 1st January 2023 is £37, but if you subscribe through
Wisborough Green the cost will be £33.00, a significant discount. There is a digital only
version available at £20.00 including VAT (discount of £5). Those subscribing to the paper
version may also view the digital edition free of charge.
In order to qualify (and to ensure uninterrupted delivery if you are renewing your
subscription), I must receive your order and payment by mid-day on November 27th at the
latest.
You can either send a cheque (payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division) to:
Gordon Allan
Stone House
High Street
PETWORTH West Sussex
GU28 0AU
OR
Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account:
Account name: WSBKA-Wisborough Green Division
Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460
Reference: Your surname followed by “Beecraft”
AND email me on petworthgordon@btopenworld.com with the completed form (below) and
date of transfer.
In either case you must complete the slip below indicating which edition you require (by
deleting/crossing through the options you do not want).
Gordon Allan
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Title/First name/ Surname:
.....................................................................................................................................
Address :
..........................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................
Post Code : ......................................
E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................
I would like the paper edition (including the free digital version) (£33.00)
I would like the digital edition only (£20.00)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Potential Apiary Site
Roebuck Estates have asked whether any local beekeepers would like to place some hives in
one of their vineyards just outside Petworth. If you are interested, please contact Amy
Mountford amy.mountford@roebuckestates.co.uk , telephone 01798 263123.

WGBKA WhatsApp Group
If you would like to be a part of this informal members only group, please contact Martina
with your mobile number and she will add you to the chat. It’s a great way to compare
notes, get advice from others and generally keep in touch with members.

WGBKA Library
The Association has a collection of books for loan to members, covering not only many
aspects of beekeeping, but also guides to hive products, honey recipes and memoirs. The full
list is here; to borrow any of the books, please email Martina secretary@wgbka.org.uk.
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BBKA Honey Petition
I am writing to ask all Associations and their members to support our new honey petition
which calls on the Government to change the Honey labelling rules so consumers can easily
recognise all countries of origin of the honey contained in a jar sold here in the UK.
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/624402/
Following our members' propositions and direction at the 2021 ADM, this is the second
honey petition in our efforts to maintain pressure on the government to address this
important issue. If you signed the first petition, please be sure to sign this one too.
The important underlying issue here is ‘Funny’ Honey - i.e. honey that has not necessarily
involved a honeybee collecting nectar, processing and storing in the hive. Supermarket
own-label honey can be bought for as little as 69p a jar. Although supermarkets say every jar
of honey is “100% pure” and can be traced back to the beekeeper, there is no requirement
to identify the countries of origin of honey blended from more than one country. We want
consumers to start looking at the labels when buying honey – does it clearly state the
country of origin? If it seems cheap compared to the other honeys on the shelf, ask
themselves why?
We kindly ask all members to share the petition link with family and friends and on social
media to help us reach our goal of 100,000 signatures which means the Government must
consider the issue for debate in Parliament. The support of the general public and not just
the beekeeping community is essential to achieve this result so please share as widely as
possible. Associations and individuals that use Social media can also ‘share’ the BBKA social
media pages below to create awareness and to share the link.
https://www.facebook.com/TheBritishBeekeepersAssociation
https://twitter.com/britishbee
https://www.instagram.com/britishbeekeepers/
Stephen Barnes, Chair BBKA
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Bees Abroad Christmas Challenge & Books and Bees Evening
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Bee Supper Photos
All photos by Richard Gibby.
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