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Dates for your diary
Apiary Meeting Dates
Meetings will be reduced for the winter, but there will be some to do winter checks. Please
check emails regularly.
Saturday 10th December, 10.00am: Oxalic acid treatment. Please see below for details;
contact Martina by 20 November if you would like to collect solution for your colonies.
Christmas Social Evening
Wednesday 14 December, 7.30pm, at Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood,
RH14 0SS – with honey tasting and a quiz. Full details will be sent by email.
Books and Bees Evening
Friday 2 December, 7.30pm, online and free
Organised by Bees Abroad, this is a chance to hear best-selling authors Laurie King (The
Beekeeper’s Apprentice) and Siya Turabi (The Last Beekeeper) talk about their books.
Register online at www.beesabroad.org.uk/biggive.
Central BKA Beekeepers’ Question Time
Wednesday 7 December, 7.30-8.30pm, via Zoom https://www.cabk.org.uk/event/beekeepers-question-time-2022/
West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention
Saturday 25 February 2023, 9.30am – 4.30 pm
Lodge Hill, Pulborough, West Sussex. There will be renowned speakers and a variety of
excellent seminars to choose from. The full programme is detailed below.
West Sussex BKA Auction
Saturday 15 April 2023

Microscopy
The committee would like to hear from members who would be interested in learning
microscopy. If there is enough interest we will run a workshop.
WGBKA owns a Compound microscope that is suitable for testing for Nosema and identifying
pollen. Once you are competent in using the microscope it may be possible for you to use it
unsupervised.
Please let Martina know if you are interested.
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Wax Wrap Workshop – A Reminder
So far Maggie has had very little show of interest in a proposed Wax Wrap Workshop from
Gwyn Marsh in the New Year. This will not run unless we get a reasonable number of
potential attendees, so please contact Maggie if you would be interested. Wax and fabric to
make one 30 x 30cm wrap each would be provided. We aim to hold two or three workshops
run throughout the day - more likely a Saturday or Sunday - in a village hall, possibly
Hampers Green, Petworth. Costs will be kept to a minimum, just to cover the costs of the
hall and Gwyn’s fees.
Please email maggie501@btinternet.com if you are interested. Exact date and costs will
depend on response and hall availability and will be publicised in due course.

Patterson in Print
By the time you read this newsletter, we will only be 3 weeks away from the shortest day,
which seems so short a time from a good summer. The recent rain has probably helped raise
the water table, so hopefully helping next year’s forage. What was dry and looked very tired
in August has certainly recovered and is doing well, although I notice some trees have died.
Sad though it seems, they may have been weak anyway and nature is taking them out, as
nature does with anything weak. As is usual, their places will soon provide opportunities for
others to take their place and hopefully thrive.
I know it is early to mention it, but the West Sussex BKA auction will be held on Saturday
15th April 2023. For our new members, this is one of the largest and longest established
beekeeping auctions in the country and is usually well supported by beekeepers from a wide
area. There are usually over 300 lots of a variety of equipment, both new and secondhand. It
is a good day out and an opportunity to buy and sell equipment and chat to other
beekeepers. If you are tidying your sheds up during the winter, put the items aside that you
no longer use and enter them when the time comes, as someone may have more use for
them than you. Later on, we will be asking for helpers on the day. Put it in your diaries now,
so you don’t forget it, or agree to go somewhere else you would rather not go.
The BIBBA webinars have started, thanks to Martina for booking the speakers. There is a
wide variety of topics. See here https://bibba.com/ . There is also a programme for the
Central Association https://www.cabk.org.uk/ with a Beekeepers’ Question Time on
December 7th. There are three panellists, Prof Robert Pickard, a scientist, Lynfa Davies NDB a
Welsh beekeeper who keeps her bees in a harsh environment and me. Anyone can ask
questions, so here’s a chance to get other views. If you want to see what else is available,
then have a look on https://beekeeping.events/; that is a calendar of beekeeping events.
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Over the next few weeks, I suggest gently taking off hive roofs, especially after heavy rain.
Look for hibernating queen wasps and do what you wish with them. At the end of the
summer, each wasp nest produces a batch of queens, those I have removed in the past have
perhaps 2-300 queens. I think the accounts of 1,000 or more have more to do with cut and
paste than anything else. They mate and build up fat bodies, so they are able to hibernate,
then start a new nest in spring. To maintain a stable population only one or two need to
successfully produce a viable nest in the following year, so the survival rate of queens is very
low. Most will die anyway, but although I enjoy seeing wildlife, I feel a bit better when I’m
sure the queens don’t survive for their offspring to rob my bees next year. Have a look in the
roof for damp patches and block holes off with propolis or bath sealant.
You should all know about the queen problems, well here’s another twist. We still have bees
at Dounhurst, that have been used for preliminary sessions. I was there on a fairly good
flying day, when all colonies were flying normally and bringing in pollen, but one was
behaving differently, with bees running around the entrance and up the front of the hive. I
immediately though they were queenless, as queens “disappearing” is one of the problems. I
didn’t inspect it, but on the next visit I found it was queenless, as expected. What do you do
in November with a full colony that is queenless and has plenty of food? The obvious thing is
to unite it, but I’m always willing to try things. I still have a couple of small queen mating
nucs that I was going to try to introduce a queen from, but Martina told me she has a tiny
colony that was being robbed, so today (25th November), I will collect the queen and
introduce it. This is the latest I have tried to introduce a queen. I will let you know what
happens.
At the last meeting where Daisy gave a talk about frames, I was surprised by attendees who
insisted on celebrating my birthday a couple of weeks after I had forgotten it. I was
presented with a new pair of braces and a delicious cake. I have always said that beekeepers
are kind people and we have some very kind ones at Wisborough Green. Thank you very
much.
Roger
[Pictures below: the Editor]

4

December 2022

5

December 2022

Update Your Hive Count
It is again time to update your BeeBase records with the total number of overwintering hives
as of 1st November 2022. To complete this year’s hive count please click the link below
which will take you to BeeBase. Once logged in, please answer the hive count questions
displayed and then click the ‘Submit response’ button. It is as simple as that! Please update
your records by 31st December 2022.
If you currently have no colonies, please update your BeeBase record to confirm this in
question 1.
Please click this link to update your Hive Count.
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/login.cfm?relocate=/secure/beekeeper/hiveCensu
s.cfm
Please note: your username to log in is not your email address.
More details of this project, its importance and why we need your help can be found on
BeeBase: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=362
2021’s count indicated a total UK population of honey bee hives at approximately 272,000.
Please note that several assumptions formed part of the calculations used to derive this
number. It is therefore classed as an ‘experimental statistic’.
If you have any security concerns about clicking on the embedded links in this email, you can
access BeeBase directly from your Internet browser to complete the hive count. Simply log in
to BeeBase and select ‘Hive Count’ from the list of options displayed.
We have produced additional guidance on how to update your records within BeeBase,
these are included in the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document on the Hive Count
information page of BeeBase.
For more information on the National Hive Count you can email Hive.count@apha.gov.uk or
call the National Bee Unit Office on 0300 3030094.
Thank you in advance for your assistance.
National Bee Unit

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention
Saturday 25th February 2023, 9.30am – 4.30 pm
Lodge Hill, Pulborough.
Lodge Hill, Pulborough will again be the venue for our Annual Convention in February.
Details are now finalised and, as always, we have an impressive blend of lectures and
seminars to look forward to. Please book the date in your diary NOW!
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The main speakers are Professor Francis Ratnieks, Bob Smith NDB and Graham Royle NDB:
• Francis is Professor of Apiculture, School of Life Sciences at the University of Sussex
and Head of the Laboratory Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI). He has considerable
practical experience with honey bees having kept them in several countries and owned
up to 180 bee hives when he lived in California. He lectures on several modules under
the subject of biology and environmental science and is also involved with
outreach/extension to beekeepers and others, and with undergraduate teaching and
the supervision of graduate students. He has written numerous scientific journals,
articles, research documents and publications focussed on social insects, honey bees,
beekeeping, honey bee breeding and diseases, animal behaviour, behavioural ecology,
bee foraging ecology, bee conservation, and social evolution. Francis will be giving a
main talk on Even healthy bees have to eat: Studying the honey bee food supply and
how to improve it.
• Bob has been keeping bees since the late 1970’s, currently managing 10 colonies in
14x12 WBC’s in North Kent. He was a Seasonal Bee Inspector for 6 years and a
member of the Defra Bee Health Advisory Forum. He is a holder of the National
Diploma in Beekeeping (NDB) and the current Chairman of the Central Association of
Beekeepers (CABK) whose aim is to “bring science to the beekeeper”. His main talk is
entitled Varroa Control 2023 - an attempt to guide beekeepers through the maze of
potential approaches to varroa control; looking both at non-chemical methods and the
15 currently Defra-approved miticides. He will also be running a seminar on Pollen,
Propolis, Water – the other things bees collect.
• Graham started beekeeping in 1988. His studies resulted in achieving the BBKA Master
Beekeeper certificate in 2002 and the National Diploma in Beekeeping in 2004. He
was also awarded the Wax Chandlers’ prize in 2002. He currently manages 24 colonies
in three apiaries and has been heavily involved with the education of beekeepers at all
levels from encouraging beginners to take up the craft to preparing more experienced
beekeepers to take the BBKA modular and practical assessments. In recent years he
was the Regional Bee Inspector for the North of England and the Seasonal Bee
inspector for Cheshire. In that role he was one of the team that dealt with the first UK
Asian Hornet sighting in Tetbury, Gloucestershire in 2016. Graham will be giving a
main talk on The Colony Mind and also running a seminar on What the Heck is that?

There will be a variety of seminars to choose from:
• What the Heck is That? – Graham Royle
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• All things Queens – Christine Coulsting
• The Diverse World of Honeybee Communication – Dr Elli Leadbetter
• Pollen, Propolis, Water – the other things bees collect – Bob Smith NDB
• Instructions for building the Honeycomb – Vince Gallo
• Adult Bee Diseases – Christine Coulsting
Refreshments and a simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to
meet up with fellow beekeepers from around the county and beyond.
Further details will soon be available on the WSBKA web site and will be sent out with the
Booking Form attached to next month’s newsletter.
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