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on the next page and check emails for
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February.
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Dates for your diary
Apiary Meeting Dates
Meetings will be reduced for the winter, but there will be some to do winter checks. Please
check emails regularly.
Membership Renewal
All WGBKA members should have received a renewal reminder by email; please contact
Richard membership@wgbka.org.uk if you have not had this. Renewals were due by 31
December.
Wax Workshop
Saturday 11, Sunday 12 and Monday 13 February - A one-day demonstration of making
good use of your beeswax, with Jim Ryan
At Hampers Green Centre, Petworth. West Sussex. GU28 9NL
Cost: £10/head for WG members/partners. £15 non-WG members
Link for Tickets: https://wgbka-beeswax-workshop-2023.eventbrite.co.uk. WGBKA
members have been emailed full details including the discount code to use when
booking.
West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention
Saturday 25 February, 9.30am – 4.30 pm
Lodge Hill, Pulborough, West Sussex.
Enclosed with this month’s newsletter are the Details and Booking Form for the West
Sussex Beekeepers’ Annual Convention 2023. As mentioned in the last newsletter, we
have a renowned group of speakers and an impressive mix of lectures and seminars
with something for everyone. We really hope you will come.
As a reminder, the main speakers are Professor Francis Ratnieks, Bob Smith NDB and
Graham Royle NDB. Apart from the three main lectures there are two sessions where
you can choose which seminar to join. The seminars will be run by Graham Royle,
Christine Coulsting, Dr Elli Leadbetter, Bob Smith and Vince Gallo.
All details, topics and speaker profiles can be found in the Booking Form. A simple
lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to catch up with fellow
beekeepers from around the County and beyond.
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It is a full day that promises to be both educational and entertaining. We are hoping for
record numbers to attend and encourage you to book early to ensure that you secure a
place on your preferred seminars.
The Booking Form will also be available on the WSBKA website:
https://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html.
Introduction to Beekeeping
Saturday 4 March - A one-day course suitable for beginners, improvers and non Beekeepers
At Rudgwick Village Hall, Guildford Road, Bucks Green, West Sussex. RH12 3JJ
Course fee £45. For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £35.
Second and subsequent attendees booked together £40*. Under 16 with a paying adult
£15*. The price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic
Beekeeping”.
Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”. Additional copies
available on the day at £5 each.
Link for Tickets: https://wgbka-introduction-to-beekeeping-2023.eventbrite.co.uk.
WGBKA members have been emailed full details including the discount code to use
when booking.
West Sussex BKA Auction
Saturday 15 April, Brinsbury Campus, Chichester College, Pulborough
https://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
BBKA Spring Convention
21-23 April at Harper Adams University,
Shropshire, TF10 8NB.

Bulk Honey For Sale
We have looked at the quantity of honey that we have left in storage from this year’s
extractions and we have a surplus to what we will require for selling at shows, etc. next year.
We have several 30lb buckets of honey available for sale to members at £100 per bucket. If
you are interested in purchasing any of these buckets of honey then please let me know by
email treasurer@wgbka.org.uk before 6th January 2023. I will then be able to organise to
distribute them in the New Year.
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Apiary News
On Saturday 10th December, the bees were treated with oxalic acid. Although only a small
number attended, it was a good learning opportunity. Unfortunately, a few colonies were
dead, as is happening in many other places, there was plenty of food but very few bees. A
couple of members have told me this has happened in their colonies too.
In one colony, that was made up by uniting three nucs, the bees were in the bottom box, but
had starved, with plenty of food in the boxes above. As often happens when there is a cold
spell, the bees go into tight cluster and won’t go over even a small gap to find food. This was
little different than bees being on double brood, brood and a half or leaving a super of
honey. It was rather sad to see, as there were plenty of bees, but all dead. In warmer
weather, the bees would probably have broken cluster and moved onto food.
Roger

Patterson in Print
At the December meeting we had a quiz. One of the questions was “Barcoded stamps are
being introduced. After what date will regular stamps without barcode be invalid?”. Very few
knew the answer. Do you? If not, why not? In November, apparently every house had a
leaflet delivered from the postman/woman telling us it was January 31st 2023. It is always
assumed that people read information, or putting it another way, “you should know because
we sent it to you”. I was lucky enough to have spotted it amongst the flood of other junk that
comes through the door, hence why the question was asked in the quiz. This highlights a
problem in communication, because there is important information that does need to get to
the right destination, yet from the receiver’s position there is so much that we don’t want,
which not only includes what comes through the letterbox, but phone calls and emails, that
we automatically think it’s all rubbish. The reason I mention this is because as a Beekeeping
Association, we need to communicate with our members, sometimes at short notice. We try
to keep it to a minimum by using the newsletter, emails and the website. I know you all have
a wave of communication, but please try to look out for what comes from WGBKA. Now
that we appear to be returning to normal, I hope there will be more activity.
I remind members to clean out bird boxes, to prevent Tree Bumble Bees from making their
nest in the remains of previous years bird nests. Tree Bumble Bee queens are amongst the
first to get started in the spring, often in February if it’s warm, before birds start nesting.
When established, they can be more aggressive than our native species, so not ideal to have
in a garden. During the summer, beekeepers often get called to a “swarm in a bird box”,
which usually turns out to be bumble bees. Please tell all your friends and neighbours to do
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the same, but be aware that it is illegal to disturb bird nests, therefore cleaning out bird
boxes is not allowed between 1st February and 31st July, even if it was a previous year’s nest.
In recent years, wasps have been active much later in the season than in the past, often still
being seen in the new year, when they rarely used to be seen after the end of October or
early November. The reason is probably the milder winters. I suspect the recent spell of cold
weather may mean we won’t be bothered with them this winter.
We had a problem with the hard standing for the containers at the apiary, where we had to
submit a retrospective planning application. This was my fault and I accept responsibility.
What should have been a simple matter, unfortunately, became more complicated, mainly
because of objections from neighbours. All sorts of claims were made, several that were
untrue, many of which were irrelevant to planning anyway. Being neighbourly, we invited all
the objectors to the apiary to discuss their concerns, but none of them turned up. The cynic
in me suggests they didn’t know where to go, as I have often been at the apiary all day and I
have never seen several of them, despite them claiming they use the footpath regularly.
What I found amusing was that several objectors claimed you could see the containers from
the public footpath, but when the Planning Officer visited, she couldn’t find them!
We have a few conditions we need to comply with, but it’s only minor things like providing
bird and bat boxes. Details are online for those who wish to see them. They make interesting
reading!
In obtaining planning permission I am grateful to members for their help, including all those
who wrote in support, with some kind things about their experiences at the WGBKA apiary.
These were very helpful, as it showed a need. It was crucial that we had support from
Loxwood Parish Council, whose meeting was attended by Daisy and Ray Noakes, both who
spoke in support. Angus Farquhar did much of the work in preparing the application and
advising generally. A big thank you to all from me.
Now we are into 2023, I am looking forward to it as much as any season in the past. I do
notice a lot of oil seed rape in the area, so with a bit of luck, the weather will be good and
our bees can take advantage of it. As some of you know, in June, 23rd to be precise, I will
have kept bees for 60 years. That’s long enough to guarantee that 2023 won’t be like any
other years. I hope members are looking forward to it too.
Roger
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Nell
My well-known border collie, Nell, was
put to sleep on December 12th. She lost
so much muscle in her back end that
she struggled to walk and needed help
to get up. She went downhill very fast in
her last few weeks. Only two weeks
earlier she walked 5 miles on each of
two consecutive days. She went most
places with me and was the best-known
dog in beekeeping. She was always at
meetings and I’d like to thank everyone
for being so kind to her.
Roger

Vacancy - Minute Taker for BBKA Examinations Board
The Examinations Board is seeking a Minute Taker to attend four meetings each year
(normally January, March, September and November) taking place on a Sunday starting at
10am and finishing around 4.30pm (with a lunch break). The Minute Taker will attend the
meeting via Zoom.
It is important that the minutes are an accurate record of any significant discussion and
decisions made. The first draft of the minutes should be produced for the Examinations
Board Chair to review within 5 working days of the meeting.
Excellent active listening and note taking skills required. This is a self-employed position with
a pay rate of £175 per meeting.
Please contact Leigh Sidaway, General Manager at BBKA to discuss further : 024 76 696679
ext. 2005 or email gen.manager@bbka.org.uk.

WGBKA WhatsApp Group
If you would like to be a part of this informal members only group, please contact Martina
with your mobile number and she will add you to the chat. It’s a great way to compare
notes, get advice from others and generally keep in touch with members.
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WGBKA Library
The Association has a collection of books for loan to members, covering not only many
aspects of beekeeping, but also guides to hive products, honey recipes and memoirs. The full
list is here; to borrow any of the books, please email Martina secretary@wgbka.org.uk.
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